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Athletics: 

The Varsity football team was defeated by Centreville Friday night by a score of 36-7.  The varsity looks 

to rebound this week (10-9-2020) against White Pigeon at home starting at 7:00pm.  Senior night will be 

part of this event. 

Varsity Soccer played a very tough Dowagiac team on Monday and 

was defeated 8-0 and tied 3-3 on Tuesday night with Marcellus 

Howardsville Christian.  The soccer team finishes the regular season 

with the Kalamazoo Cougars.  The Soccer team then plays their 

district game at Lawton October 20, 2020 against Kalamazoo Heritage 

Christian. 

The Varsity Volleyball team improved to 5-2 on the season by soundly 

defeating the Bloomingdale Cardinals on Tuesday night.  They play home next Tuesday (10-13-2020) 

against Marcellus and then will head to either Mendon or Centreville for the conference tournament 

which will be held on Saturday October 17, 2020. 

The Jr High Football team improved to 1-1 for the season by defeating White Pigeon.  This week the Jr 

High football team plays Hartford at Home. 

Both Junior High Volleyball teams won their matches against Marcellus on Monday and will play the 

Decatur Raiders on Wednesday October 7, 2020 at home.  The Junior High Volleyball team will finish 

their season with Mendon at home on Monday October 12, 2020.   

The state has opened up the seating capacity for indoor and outdoor sports.  This is 20% of capacity for 

indoor facilities and 30% of outdoor capacity for outdoor facilities with fixed seating.  For other outdoor 

events where seating is not fixed the limits are 30 people per thousand square feet. 

 

https://www.leaderpub.com/2020/10/08/roundup-dowagiac-holds-on-to-beat-paw-paw-

cassopolis-ties-howardsville-christian/ 
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Cassopolis Middle School  
 

We couldn’t be more excited about the decision to open the Middle School this year.  There is a 

very welcoming feel in the building and the students have expressed nothing but love being in 

their own building.  Both 6th and 7th grades are in self-contained classrooms at the North end of 

the building and the 8th graders rotate between 3 classes on the South side of the building.  

 

 We are all really finding our flow and everything is 

going very well.          

 

Our amazing middle school team is a combination of 

staff and teachers from the elementary, high school and 

ones that are new to the district.  

 

Joining us from the elementary is Lindsay Gorham-

Pflug, Aryn Carlisle, Kylee Ridge and Lisa Phillips.  

From the high school we have Rachele Ward, Bart Foster, Melissa Andrina and John Pletcher.   

We also have Teresa Wellman, Sara Holderbaum, Sean Keck and Dan Purlee join us to teach 

specials.   

Our brand new teachers are Stefon Luckey, Melissa McGuire and Sarah Crowe.  We also have 

Kim Brown as our interventionist and Tammy Lee and Trevor Bruens as our Instructional 

Aid’s.  Diane Alford also helps us with recess and other various tasks.  

Our fabulous daytime custodians, Bryce Saxton and Wanda Walton, have our building looking 

fantastic and are doing a wonderful job at keeping everything disinfected and well maintained.   

The last pieces of the team are Candace White and Jane Smith who work very hard to keep 

everyone’s bellies full at breakfast and lunch so quality learning can take place. 

All of these individuals play an integral part at Cassopolis Middle School and add to the positive 

culture that we have. 

 

 

During this pandemic, mental health services are more important than ever.  We are pleased to 

team with the ISD and welcome Lori Ellmer into our building to help provide quality mental 

health services to our students in need.  

 

Our PBIS team has met and developed our positive support system.  We have “Blue 
Bucks” cards that students can earn punches on.  Ten punches equal a dollar and then 
they can use those cards to purchase items from our Blue Bucks carts every 
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Thursday.  The students also have their trust cards which gives them different privileges 
throughout the classrooms and buildings. They can lose them if they do not follow the 
ideals of Trust, Respect and Responsibility and have to negotiate to earn it back.     We 
had our first behavior based incentive last week, a movie and snack, for those that had 
their trust cards. 

 

We also used Blue Bucks cards as count day prizes.  You earned punches on your card for 
coming to school, then three students from each class won a fully punched card.  The final prize 
was a $5 fully punched card to one lucky winner from each grade level.  

 
 
We finished our Fall NWEA testing this week for grades 6-8 and 8th graders will take the PSAT the 
morning of October 14th.  Virtual and Academy students have been given the opportunity to come in to 
take the test, as well. 
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Thank you to MEC for providing water bottles for our students and bringing us delicious apples 
on good neighbor day.  Personal water bottles are essential right now, since we can not use 
drinking fountains and the apples were a welcomed treat by our staff.  
 

Our 8th graders are currently working on making the school their own and finding ways they 
want to improve the inside and out.  One of the first things they decided to do was pull 
weeds.  They are really taking pride in their building. 
 
 

     
 

To help support outdoor learning, distancing and to give some functional seating options that the 

students would enjoy we purchased 60 surf desks.  The carts are getting put together for storage 

and classrooms can begin using them next week.  We got a class to sample them and they were a 

hit! 
 



 

5 

 

 
 

 
 

Through a mission led by Kaitlyn Hartsell, Miss Cassopolis, a HUGE thank you goes to 
Sign of the Unicorn (Lynn Makay) for the donation of recess equipment and a soccer 
goal.  Our students are so grateful to have a wide variety of things to do outside!  
Kaitlyn also brought us various school supplies and water bottles.   
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Operations: 

Safety: 

 We are continuing to sanitize building hot spots including, but not limited 
to; door handles, light switches, handrails and restroom fixtures. 

 We are continuing to sanitize buses with our Electrostatic Sprayers.  

 

 Daily Covid checks for our staff and documentation.  

 

 Masks being worn by all team members. 

 Social distancing utilized whenever possible. 
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Buildings and Grounds Maintenance: 

 Changeover from summer to winter has begun with cooling and heating for 
all buildings. 

 TV’s for our middle school are in the process of being installed.  

 Upgrading some dry erase boards for the middle school is in process. 

 Sporting fields are being maintained. 

 
 Lawns are being maintained. 

 Preventive Maintenance is ongoing. 

 General organization is ongoing. 
 

Transportation: 

 Routes continuing to be updated daily as kids continue to come back from 
virtual learning platforms. 

 Sporting trip vehicle usage assignments managed. 

 Scheduled bus and vehicle maintenance is ongoing. 
 
Curriculum/Grants/Assessment 
 
ASSESSMENTS: 
The NWEA window closes today! We will be gathering the data to upload to Exact Path and 
Newsela. Both of these resources allow students to work at their individual learning levels. Data 
reports will also be able to be pulled so we can see what students need to work on. 
 
The PSAT8/9, PSAT 10/NMSQT, and the SAT will be given on October 14th to all in-person 
students and for virtual/academy students that are coming in to take the assessment. The state 
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of Michigan is sponsoring the test for students who were unable to take it due to COVID in April. 
We are providing the test for all of our 8th graders as well, which is not required by the state, but 
it gives us a baseline for students before spring testing. 
 
PROFESSIONAL LEARNING:  
This morning we had our iReady professional learning with K-8 staff, which focused on using 
the data in the pre-requisite reports to help students with math skills in order to be successful 
with grade-level content. We discussed how to use formative assessments, the best ways to 
support our virtual learners, the importance of scaffolding, and differentiating instruction. 
 
CURRICULUM: 
We were able to receive a pilot program for Reading and Writing from Curriculum Associates. 
This pilot will allow us to focus more on reading and writing in our K-8 classrooms and use this 
as a supplement with our projects. 
 
Safe Schools training is still ongoing- we have the window open from the week before school 
begins until the end of October. The staff has multiple trainings to complete in order for our staff 
to have the certifications needed to be compliant with MDE requirements. We have a total of 8 
mandatory trainings for all employees with 2 additional trainings that are mandatory for support 
staff.  
 
The Read by Grade Three Law is still in place for this school year. Teachers are currently 
working on students’ IRIPS to go over with parents and conferences. As of now, the current 
third graders will take the MSTEP and be the first to go through the complete process. 
 
GRANTS: 
We again have received the Title III grant and 41b grant which gives money towards our English 
Language Program. Yara Neuerburg has met with our new EL students and is continuing 
service with our current students. This money helps us to provide additional services and items 
to our EL learners. 
 
The ESSER grant and CARES grant both were submitted. The ESSER grant is a competitive 
grant which will help us to receive money to help purchase items that will help with virtual 
learning and any COVID related items. The CARES grant is money allocated based on our Title 
1 formula. 
 
Title 1 services are targeted for the Cassopolis Middle School this year. We have expanded our 
services from just at Sam Adams. We are currently working with a consultant from MDE to 
move the Middle School from targeted to SchoolWide. This process will allow us to look at our 
school improvement plan and to ensure that all students are receiving the services they need to 
be proficient.  
 

Other Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar! 

October 12 BOE Meeting– Postponed -TBD 

October 15 Parent Teacher Conferences, Zoom 

October 19 No School, Fall Break 

November 1 Daylight Savings Time Ends – Fall Back 1 hour 

November 3 Election Day 
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November 16 BOE Meeting 6:30 PM 

November 25   No School, Thanksgiving Break Begins 

 


